
 

 Year R Knowledge and Understanding of 

the World – Light and Dark 

Key Vocabulary: 
 

Autumn  
Autumn is the 3rd season 

in the year. 

light 

Light is a form of energy. 

Light that we see is 

sunlight/ torchlight/ 

lighting in our houses.  

dark 

When the sun has gone 

down or the lights has 

been switched off.  

celebration 

To celebrate an event 

such as a birthday, 

Christmas, Diwali, Eid and 

many more. 

fireworks 

They are brightly 

coloured, they make 

noise, they light up the 

sky.  

Diwali The celebration of light. 

Christmas 
The celebration of the 

birth of Jesus.  

 

Key Facts: 

 
By the end of this topic children will know:  

 

▪ To discuss how families, prepare for 

celebrations. 

▪ To talk about places, they visit at special 

times. 

▪ To notice similarities, differences, pattern 

and change in nature – to talk about signs of 

autumn. 

  Autumn  

• Leaves change colour and fall off the trees. 

• Some animals prepare to go to sleep for the 

winter.  

• It gets dark earlier at night time. 

Diwali  

• Diwali is celebrated by Hindu’s around the 

world. 

• It is the festival of light.  

• People celebrate by painting rangoli patterns 

on their doorsteps. 

Christmas  

• Christmas is celebrated by Christians to 

celebrate the birth of baby Jesus. 

• We celebrate by giving gifts to others.  

• We eat special food. 

Diagrams/Images: 
 

  

        

          

What I should already know: 
 

The children should know that they have a 

birthday and say how they celebrate.  

Talks about and asks questions about 

aspects of their familiar world such as the 

place where they live or the natural world. 
 

 

   Some websites for you to take a look at: 

 

Diwali  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/lets-

celebrate-diwali  

 

Maths  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-

count/ladybird-spots 

 

Phonics  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase

/2/pick-a-picture 
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